Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 62 July 1969 quality of the illustrations is variable; colour is lacking where it is most neededin pituitary cytologywhile the two colour plates used add little of value.
There is a sprinkling of errorslike misinterpretation of 'R' and 'S' cells in pituitary nomenclatureand occasional evidence of lack of editorial control. For instance, calcitonin is said to increase bone uptake of calcium, while in an adjacent chapter it is correctly stated that it inhibits bone resorption. The surprising emphasis placed on the role of mast cell function in chemodectomas and neuroblastomas is combined with the repeated implication that human mast cells contain serotonin, a mistake which is corrected in the excellent chapter on the argentaffin cell system.
Despite the criticisms there is no doubt that this book will prove of value to both endocrinologist and pathologist, not least for its most consistent feature, its excellent reference lists.
E D WILLIAMS
Outline of Endocrine Gland Syndromes by T S Danowski BA MD 2nded ppix+437 65s
Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1968 Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone
This is the second edition of a remarkable book that outlines the whole field of endocrinology comprehensively, yet in surprising detail. It has been brought up to date and refers even to papers published during 1968; it now includes chapters on diabetes mellitus and hypoglycaemia. The style is terse and not really readable, but the content is what matters, for this is a book to be dipped into for information not for fun.
Obviously a 'potted' outline cannot hope to be perfect, but errors are hard to find and, once one accepts the purpose and limitations of this type of book, criticism is hard to justify. Dogmatism creeps in at times, as in the author's advocacy of thyroid gland extract in preference to thyroxine for treating hypothyroidism. The statement on p 67 that 'thyroid therapy suppresses the pituitary secretion of . . . LATS' is wrong on two scores.
And selenium-75 for scanning of parathyroid tumours should surely be seleno-75-methionine (p 136).
In a synopsis of such a wide field, balance of presentation is important. With few exceptions the author has been successful in maintaining a good balance; but does hyperostosis frontalis interna really warrant more space than Klinefelter's syndrome or undescended testes? The inclusion of so many para-endocrine disorders, e.g. progeria and mongolism, is welcome, as it helps to clear confusion. On the whole the book achieves what it sets out to do. It provides an accurate survey of endocrinology with strong clinical orientation and comprehensive coverage. It fails to provide details of investigation or management, which must be sought in larger textbooks or in the full and well selected bibliography. On principle I tend to take an anti-synoptic view, but this book is differenta reflection of the exceptional breadth of Professor Danowski's knowledge in the field. If the cost could be reduced -65s for a paperback is rather high -I would recommend it unhesitatingly to all medical students and physicians. R HOFFENBERG Advances in Enzyme Regulation Vol 6 Sixth Symposium, Indianapolis, October 1967 edited by George Weber pp xiv+517 140s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1968 For the last six years, on two days in October, a small group of scientists from all over the world have met together in Indianapolis to present papers and discuss topics related to the regulation of enzyme synthesis and enzyme activity. The papers generally describe experimental studies of high calibre, with critical evaluation of previous work. They are published annually in this series; the free-ranging questions and discussion are rarely included. The participants are not necessarily the same every year, and one of the interests of the series is to see previous authors reappearing with later developments of their work.
The papers were divided into eight sessions, entitled: regulation of carbohydrate and lipid metabolism; enzyme regulation in man; steroidsmechanism of action; isozymes, developmentaction of vitamin K; activation and feedback in enzyme regulation; regulation of dihydrofolate reductase; cyclic AMP and enzyme regulation; regulation in cancer.
Material of great interest to medically oriented readers is rather less this year. It includes the observations of Koler and Vanbellinghen on the multiple nature of pyruvate kinases; the studies of Cahill et al. on the metabolism by brain of ketoacids during fasting; the work of Nichol on the relation of dihydrofolate reductase to drug sensitivity of tumours; the important survey of Butcher et al. on the role of cyclic AMP as a mediator for hormone action; and the review lecture by Krebs on the effects of ethanol on the liver and other tissues.
These annual volumes remain essential reading for all working in enzymology and related fields. The production is excellent, but it remains a minor irritation that the editor has not unified the abbreviations. I noticed M for mole, mgm % for mg/I00 ml, C and c for Curie, and nm for nanomole.
D N BARON

